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BY THOMAS MIDDLETON AND WILLIAM ROWLEY
DIRECTOR JACKIE MAXWELL

Grade recommendation
Suitable for Grade 9 and up

Student matinée dates
May 29, 31; June 20, 27; September 1, 8, 15, 20

About the play
The word changeling could mean a half-wit, a fi ckle person, 
or somebody who was changed for another. Many of the 
characters in The Changeling transform throughout the 
play to become virtually unrecognizable at the end.

Synopsis
In the Spanish seaport of Alicante, Alsemero, a young 
Valencian nobleman, falls in love with Beatrice-Joanna, 
daughter of Vermandero. Beatrice returns his feelings; 
however, she is already betrothed to a man she does not 
love, Alonzo de Piracquo. Recognizing Alsemero as the son 
of an old comrade of his, and unaware of the exchanges 
that have taken place between him and Beatrice, 
Vermandero invites the young man to stay at his castle.
 Meanwhile, two of Vermandero’s servants, Antonio and 
Franciscus, have temporarily absconded. Pretending to be 
lunatics, they have entered the asylum run by Alibius, in the 
hope of seducing his wife, Isabella. Alibius’s servant, Lollio, 
discovers their ploy, and uses the knowledge in his own 
attempt to seduce Isabella.
 Another of Vermandero’s servants, De Flores, harbours 
a secret passion for Beatrice – while she has made no 
secret of her aversion to him, openly recoiling from the very 
sight of him. But now she sees that he can be of use to her. 
Charming him with a show of friendliness, she promises him 
a rich reward if he will kill Alonzo de Piracquo for her.
 De Flores duly stabs Alonzo and hides the body. But 
when Beatrice off ers him gold as his reward, he makes his 
position plain: her virtue is the price he demands, otherwise 
he will confess to the murder and reveal her part in it. She 
realizes she has no option but to submit.
 Alonzo having so mysteriously disappeared, his brother, 
Tomazo, demands answers from Vermandero. Suspicion 
of foul play falls on Vermandero’s two missing servants, 
Antonio and Franciscus. Meanwhile, Alsemero has become 

betrothed to Beatrice, but since she has already surrendered 
her virginity to De Flores, she is worried about the wedding 
night. Her solution is to persuade her handmaid, Diaphanta, 
who she has determined is a virgin, to take her place in the 
marriage bed under cover of darkness. But when Diaphanta 
lingers too long in the nuptial chamber, De Flores is forced to 
roust her out by creating a violent distraction, in the course 
of which he kills her.
 Antonio and Franciscus are brought back to the castle 
and accused of the murder of Alonzo. Alsemero, however, 
has already discovered the secret relationship between 
his new wife and De Flores. Beatrice confesses her crimes, 
whereupon De Flores kills both her and himself.

Content advisory for students
Some sexual innuendo and violence
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Curriculum connections and links
1. All grades: Language/English (Listening to Understand, 

Speaking to Communicate, Reading for Meaning)
2. All grades: Drama, Music, Visual Art
3. Grades 9–12: Health and PE (Healthy Living: Bullying 

and Abuse)
4. Grades 9–12: Health and PE (Human Development and 

Sexual Health: Emotional, Social Impact; Understanding 
Healthy Relationships; Conflict Management)

5. Grade 11: Dynamics of Human Relationships (Making 
Decisions)

6. Grade 11: Gender Studies (The Social Construction of 
Gender; Power Relations, Sex and Gender)

7. Grade 12: World History Since the 15th Century (Social, 
Economic and Political Context – 17th-Century Europe)

Themes and motifs
•	 Treachery
•	 Sin
•	 Moral purity
•	 Reason vs. passion
•	 Judgement vs. lust
•	 Appearance vs. reality
•	 Madness
•	 Women in a patriarchal society
•	 Honour vs. dishonour
•	 Deceit
•	 Faulty eyesight

Enrichment
Study Guides for certain productions are available at 
stratfordfestival.ca/studyguides.

Private workshops and post-show chats may be arranged 
by calling the Education Department at 519.271.4040, 
ext. 2354.

Festival Theatre and Costume Warehouse tours may be 
arranged by calling the Box Office at 1.800.567.1600.

Additional classroom activities and ideas for engagement 
with the text can be found at stratfordfestival.ca/
teachingmaterials.

Let us take care of lunch!
Picnic lunches are available anytime but must be ordered 
two weeks in advance. Student deli lunch buffets 
are another option (subject to availability). For more 
information, ask the Groups and Schools Department when 
placing your ticket order.

Theatre etiquette
Please respect the actors and your fellow patrons. When 
the lights dim, it is time to be quiet and engage with the 
actors on stage. Be sure to turn off all mobile devices and 
refrain from texting, talking or eating, as this is disrespectful 
to the actors who are telling the story.

 Respond to what you see through laughter, tears, 
smiles, giggles or captivated silence. The actors feed off 
your presence and response to their work on stage. Don’t 
respond by talking to your neighbour; please wait until after 
the performance to discuss your thoughts.

*Tools for Teachers sponsored by

The Tools for Teachers program includes 
Prologues, Study Guides and Stratford Shorts 

Booking Information
Online
You can order your group tickets online at any time 
right from your desk. You can even select your seats! 
To start planning your trip, go to stratfordfestival.ca/
schools.

Email
groups@stratfordfestival.ca

Phone
1.800.567.1600 or 519.273.1600

Mail
Stratford Festival
Attn: Groups and Schools
P.O. Box 520
Stratford, ON   N5A 6V2

facebook.com/StratfordFestival
twitter.com/Stratfest
youtube.com/StratfordFestival

Sponsor for the 2017 season of the Tom Patterson Theatre

Support for the 2017 season of the Tom Patterson Theatre is 
generously provided by Richard Rooney & Laura Dinner

Production support is generously provided by Max & Helen Jacobs


